Men’'s Club Mediterranean Cruise June 2008
Journal by Cindy Crane

Monday June 9, 2008We arrive at the Marco Island Yacht Club parkingaiod await
the arrival of the two buses to take us on to our adventéis we wait, everyone seems
excited about the trip and there is much discussion amaotnts and weights of
baggage. As usual, Eddie has hassled me about “bringingudostuff’, but | find that

| do not have any more stuff than anybody else. EdmBephrchased a cool portable
scale that we can use to weigh our bags by lifting them upebgcale. There is not
much extra room for items purchased on the trip, but she®ollar/Euro exchange is so
unfavorable, | don’t think there will be much shopping dangway. On our bus we had
saved seats for our travel mates, Joe & Mary Anni@asRichie & Eileen Carlsen, and
Dave & Susie Walsh. We were also seated with Flerétfatfield and her friend Bea
who we had met during the Egypt trip. The whole Menigd@roup will go to Miami
together on the two buses, but then the group is tolibeigpnto smaller groups and will
be traveling on separate planes. The trip home wilvba enore split up. It has been
very frustrating trying to get any information at all fréxm France, and they will not
give assigned seats, so we have to wait until we amil@iami and stand on line. Ah, if
that were the only problem... Our first big problem at Miaipart is that our bus, the
#1 bus, arrived and the middle baggage compartment was ¢elypenmed and would
not open. This left several of us couples standing arouarthe sidewalk waiting for
something to happen with our luggage, as we watched alllbe passengers go into the
terminal and create a huge line at Air France. It sdeméake quite a long time for each
passenger to be processed and given seat assignmente. séd around waiting
outside, security was called to no avail. The bus dmede several phone calls to his
company to no avail. Time was slipping away. After ingialmost 45 minutes, Eddie
walked over to a construction site and stole a largeemésteel which he used to pry
open the doors. Finally our luggage was available to ail@nd once we dragged it all
into the terminal, Eddie and | were the very last pgsso the slow moving line. When
we finally arrived at the desk, our troubles only contind®aerything that could possibly
go wrong did in fact go wrong. First the scales to weighbags broke and had to be
fixed. Then the machine that printed out the luggage tagbddrags broke and had to
be fixed. Then the computers all went down along thelevimw. Time is slipping away
and | am really wondering if we will even get to stars trip. Finally the computers
come back on line and Eddie and | are the only custormittbere. We finally get seat
assignments and are ushered through the many passages, sacwgily, and onto the
waiting plane for our first big flight. This was a 747...g bulky plane with 3 seats on
each side and 4 seats in the middle. Of course weiwéne middle! Luckily our
seatmates were Cindy and Mel Daly, so we had a meedhatting with them. The
flight was very long, but since it was internatiortakre was actually food served and
unlimited drinks. There was a movie, but | couldn’t keep arpleones working




properly, so that was sort of a waste. Eddie slept rmafitire trip, but hard as | tried, |
didn't get any sleep. We flew from Miami to Paris and t@achange planes through Air
France. True to form, this was not easy and we almasted our next flight too. We
had to collect our bags and then give them back, andgthémrough security again with
our carry-on bags. Why one has to go through securityasty times is beyond
me...Anyway, of course we got into the line where eveeywho worked for Air France
now or in the distant past, and probably everyone whkespoench fluently, whether
they eveworked for Air France or not, broke in line in frorftus. The guard would not
let us change lines. He kept saying for us to stay ritjerevwe were. He let probably
30 people cut in line in front of us and he kept leaving to gareaks. When | was
ready to completely give up hope we made it throughdbergy line. However, a very
brusque woman was at the end of the line and she insistedening and going through
everything in my carry-on bags to such a degree that thestwould not close again. |
finally got past her and was whisked through tunnels andyinalio my next plane
which was to fly to Barcelona, Spain. So much for P#nes City of Lights! We arrived
in Barcelona in the early afternoon of Juné.1@fter getting off the plane there was a
rush to find all our baggage and put it onto the waiting trunlsgat onto the bus to take
us over to the cruise ship terminal. We had really vehttde able to see some of
Barcelona, especially the architecture of Antoni GauthéBari Gothic and the famous
cathedral, La Sagrada Familia. Gaudi developed an idicetyoéorm of Art Nouveau
called “modernisme”, which featured buildings with flowingdulating lines and much
colorful broken-tile mosaics. His buildings look alrhalive, certainly very different
from most of the ancient architecture that we wilsbeing on this trip. His buildings
were so intricately detailed, carved and embellishedtlieatnodern day term “gaudy”
was invented. However, both the lack of time and thezlyrcold weather kept us from
getting to see any of his work or any of Barcelona. Ol we will just have to come
back to Spain again to see it.

Tuesday, June 10, 200%/e went through security and checked into
our ship for the cruise-Royal Caribbean’s Brilliancehs Seas.
This is a very large ship and very beautiful with lotglaks,
featuring glass elevators that go outside the ship fot gi®as of

== the surrounding sites. Eddie and | had an interior room #8&25 a

we are right next door to Susie & Dave with a door that we

unlocked to make our little adjoining suite. We had all lrewessful in smuggling
alcohol on board in our luggage so it was party-timeerAfetting unpacked, we began
exploring the ship and | purchased the “coke” package sevthabuld have unlimited
soft drinks for the trip. That with our smuggled rum andsauggled limes made for a
much more enjoyable journey and we began to settlountoew little home. Our ship
sailed at 7pm and we did get to see a very little oEthmtryside with some pretty cool
castles and mountainside tombs, etc. as we left Baecelomoute to our first stop
Villefranche. There was a poolside party of sortdasship left, but the weather was not
too great. Our first dinner in the main dining room wasgalea We met our waiter,
Fernando and his assistant Alfeo, who were both quiightliell and attentive to our
wishes. They have probably never seen anyone eatcsaswur table! We started off




the trip by ordering multiple appetizers and after thst filght they always made sure
that there were automatically 2 dishes of cheesafidéaiable. Alfeo always seemed to
remember exactly what each of us wanted to drink and heHheesgtinks flowing nicely.
| told him that | was “buying” diet cokes for anyone at téele who wished them with
my card and he caught on right away. Fernando alwaxsgathe chef's suggestions
for each meal and the food was always very good. Sdme even ordered multiple
entrees as well as multiple appetizers and dessezéshtmeal. At the end of each
dinner Fernando would give us suggestions for the night @naetkt day.

Wednesday, June 11, 2008e arrived in Villefranche, France

B around 10:00am and got onto our tour buses for our excursions.
“.2a Joe, Mary Ann, Florence, & Bea joined us for the “NiEee, &
Monaco” trip. Our tour guide was Virgine and she was quite good
She wore a skirt and spike heels and we were all anthaedhe
could do this walking and climbing in the heels, but sharadsus that she was used to it
and her 100 year old grandmother always walked in high.he&éswe traveled she gave
us a little history lesson of the area. The Citad&/illefranche belonged to the Duke of
Savoy from lItaly first. We toured along the Lower @lohe Road with great views of
the harbor. First we went to Nice, which is a lovelwn, population around 400,000,
with many interesting buildings. We saw the Opera Hausktook pictures of Square
Mesina, which had just been rebuilt. We toured the opskehof Cours Saleya in Nice
which had all sorts of fresh fruits, vegetables, flayand little shops and restaurants.
We tried the local specialty, “La Socca” which is sufrtike a crepe. This is only made
in Nice. The Old Town of Nice has a population of arol2@00 and has beautiful
views of the Cote d’Azur. Interestingly, some of tleautiful old hotels along the
waterfront were originally used as sort of spas fopfeewith tuberculosis to come to
heal. The rooms facing the water were the “worst ré@mnse the cold and damp of the
water was not so good for the sick people. Today, of eptlie water view rooms are
had at a great premium and Nice is a playground for ¢theand famous. Everyday at
noon the cannon of Nice sounds, but we didn’t get to iheafe were off by way of the
Middle Corniche road to the mountain side town of Ezdufoch.

*  We enjoyed a delightful lunch in Eze at the “Pizz&#on de The”.
& This was a cute restaurant on a cliffside overlookingbthyeand we
had salad, chicken entree, wine, and dessert and we wenaded
" by a great accordion player. Everyone enjoyed singimpal&ze

' was built by Romans in honor of Isis around 1400-1700AD. Téexe
around 50 people who live in the old section of Eze, wiachaharming medieval
village perched on a craggy peak 1,400 feet above the Med&arrand quite a steep
hike up. The small winding side cobblestone streets wdreffunteresting shops. Joe
opted to sit this one out but the rest of us climbed/éng steep road up to the top. We
viewed the Chapelle de la Sainte-Croix at the top, wivia$ quite beautiful.



Next our bus took us to Monaco where we went to theeRlac
Casino in front of the Grand Casino in Monaco whi@swuilt in
1863, the Hotel de Paris, and the Café de Paris wheretJasdsa
# enjoyed his $12 beer while the rest of us explored. Thidendrea
is quite elegant and a favorite of the rich and famdAfs. saw Mel
o Brown, also known as Scary Spice, being interviewedoint fof the
HoteI de Parls We then drove to the Rock of Monac@reient walled city
overlooking the sea. At the top was the Oceanographgehin, the beautiful
Romanesque cathedral and the Prince’s Palace where waklerto see the changing of
the guard. The views from the top were outstanding. ®&@atrlo belongs to the
Principality of Monaco and is governed independently.ndm is the world's™®
smallest country and is 0.75 square miles with 32,000 inhabit&tieaco is ruled by
Prince Rainer lll, a direct descendent of the Grimaldiify who have reigned since
1275. Prince Rainer Il who wed Grace Kelley of Philadelphiurged in the beautiful
cathedral along with his beloved wife Princess Grace. |aarned that the citizens of
Monaco pay no taxes. Still it is hard to imagine hbeytare able to live in this area
where everything is so very expensive. The citizerled®onegasques, are quite loyal
and well taken care of by their monarchy. This has bdewedy excursion, full of
breathtaking sights from the hillsides, beautiful quailages, and massive wealth of
Monte Carlo. We took our bus ride back to Villefrancheagart of the Grand Prix
Motor Race circuit. Back on the ship, dinner was omg@eravery good and the show this
evening was a great show of ABBA music by Abbracadabra.

Thursday, June 12, 200 day we arrive in the port of Livorno, Italy
and take our early morning excursion, “A Taste of Floe&n®©ur tour
guide is Trudy and we have Eileen & Richie, Joe & MamnADave &
Susie with us. This area of Italy is know as the blettg of the
Renaissance and includes the beautiful cities of Féerand Pisa. Our
tour didn't include Pisa, but we could see the Leaning Tonetlze top
of the Baptistry in the distance. The Baptistry isaHs the largest in the
Christian world. Pisa, situated on the banks of tiverRArno,

developed as a Roman military trading town. There aymaniversities in Pisa. The
Livorno area is in the area known as Tuscany whican®ts for its beautiful rolling
hillsides and it wines. The famous leaning tree of Lneas “Pino Mediterrano” or Pine
nut tree. Cypress trees are very plentiful in tleaas are olive trees. There are
approximately 90 million olive trees in the area. The ntains in the distance that look
like they are snow-covered are actually full of whiteerra marble. There are still 1.5
million tons of marble quarried each year. Lucca, aldman in the mountains is a
fortress with many watch towers and it is known asagor manufacturer of paper for
money and toilet paper. Lucca was built around 180 BC am@fahurches. Florence
is also located on the River Arno and is 62 miles ftawvorno. It dates from 800 BC and
currently has quite an impressive™dentury skyline. The 1Bcentury brought about a
period of economic growth to Florence making it a ceotdéinance and commerce.




However, it suffered greatly in 1347 and 1348 from the Blacueland lost half of its
population. In 1422 Giovanni Bicci Medici was elected Chighe Republic of

Florence and the community became wealthy again. Téwidfamily remained in
power for over 300 years, devoting much of their wealdrt@nd science. Artists such
as Michelangelo, Leonardo Da Vinci, and Raphael alhébinspiration in Florence and
contributed greatly to its art and architecture. Flogemas incorporated into Italy in
1860 and was the capital from 1865 to 1870. During World WaelG&rmans blew up
all of the city’s bridges except the famous Ponte Vexckur 2.5 hour guided tour of
Florence with Trudy included the Plazza del Duomo whersamethe exterior of the
beautiful Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore, tfdl&gest cathedral in the world, along
with the Bell tower, and the Baptistery. The Baptisteolds the famous Ghiberti’'s
Gates of Paradise-beautiful bronze carved doors depstenes from the bible. The
Cathedral was massive and covered in many colors of enaithl exquisite carvings and
paintings. Its boasts a cupola larger than that oPdmheon, St. Peter’'s in Rome and St.
Paul's in London. It was begun in 1296 and it took 140 yearsrtplete. The Bell
Tower stands 292 feet high and dates from tiechftury. Next we walked to the
Piazza della Signoria, the city’s largest square, sgoténg the historical and commercial
center or the city.

gp™s Here is where the copy statue of Michelangelo’s Daad placed along

w Wwith many, many other beautiful statues and fountaingdnad the
Neptune fountain. Here we had time on our own for luamadhwe had a
delightful lunch at Ristorante Il Bargello. Interesgfly, when you sit
down at a restaurant, as opposed to standing to eat,ishen extra
service charge, but we didn’t care, since we needed anditest for a

- while. We had a very nice Italian lunch and then walkexzliafor more

explorlng Along the way we stopped by the famous straskehavhich had a statue of
the head of a boar. If you rubbed the nose of the goarwill return to Florence. The
nose is a very shiny copper color from all the rubbingfér lunch, we walked past the
Uffizi Gallery, along the River Arno, to the Ponted&cthio, the oldest remaining bridge in
Florence, lined with goldsmith shops. By this time theas a drizzle of rain but we still
enjoyed exploring this fun area. We walked down to thieRRlace, but time did not
permit us to go inside and explore, which is too bad bedgaasatains many museums
and the Medici family collection of gold, silver, jewghnd cameos, as well as many
priceless paintings. We walked back to our meeting plaSarstt Croce church.
Unfortunately the square in front was closed off to settagium seating for some
upcoming sports event, so we didn’t get the full beautyettjuare and the church.
Although this excursion was 9.5 hours long, it really onlegas a small taste of the
many beautiful things to do and see in Florence, a citydéfinitely deserves a return
visit. I'm so glad that | rubbed the nose of that bogck on the ship, after another
great dinner, we were entertained by the Royal CaribbeweSiand Dancers featuring
many great Broadway show tunes.




Friday, June 13, 2008oday we arrive in Civitavecchia, Italy for
B our excursion to the beautiful city of Rome. Our totirdé 8am

{ and today we have Eileen & Richie, Joe & Mary Ann, C&rBob
Hopp with us. Our bus tour guide was Sarah and we met gur cit
guide Paolo. This excursion is called “Discover Renaissa
- : == Rome” and it is a 10 hour tour. Rome is called the BteZity and
is chock fuII of beautiful squares, fountains, statuemumental buildings, and lots and
lots of wonderful shops and restaurants. We begincaurat the Spanish Steps (Piazza
di Spagna), which once housed the Spanish embassy. Thiserv@es was completed
in 1726 and contains the Barcaccia Fountain by Bernini, tiegia sinking barge. The
citizens of Rome think nothing of going up to the fountain antkiorg from it. The
water supposedly comes from ancient Roman aquaductsl3Tr&eps were built by the
French to connect the French Quarter at the topet&panish Quarter at the bottom.
Today this area is a popular spot for Romans to hang awe, lanch, and enjoy the
views. The whole area was bustling with everything fReman Centurions in costume
for picture taking, to horse and buggy rides, to gelato shopke famous shopping
streets with their temples to the modern Roman go@uo€i, Pucci, Versace, etc. On
one end is the Piazza Venezia with the monumentdmVEmmanuel I, built in 1911 of
white marble, the largest outdoor altar in Europe whioh edstains the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. Mussolini made his speeches here therbalcony of the 15
century Palazzo Venezia, his official residence. Alisthe square was the Keats Shelley
Museum. Our next stop was the famous Fontana di Trederaven more famous by
that movie and song, “Three Coins in the Fountain”. Was nothing like | had
imagined. It was so huge-a whole wall of fountains aatles in front of a very
beautiful building. And of course there were about klianipeople there all at the same
time trying to throw their coin so that they would bsuaed of a return trip to Rome. We
spent some time here roaming around and getting pictures takerher really cool
touristy thing was all the people dressed up as Roman @m#uRoman Statues, even a
King Tut, all sitting around for picture taking opportunitied. special highlight was a
wonderful gelato shop that we all tried.

Next we walked over to the Pantheon. It was so amaaisgd this
massive building built in 27BC as a temple and latdored by
Hadrian which became a Christian Church in 606 AD. & lualt by
Agrippa to honor the many gods and is known as the mostpeffall
the ancient monuments. The tomb of Raphael and manybers of
Italian royalty are inside of the Pantheon. This iswnd building
whose only source of light is from the round hole inrthddle of the
SRR celling. Our next stop was the Piazza Navona, sai@ tone of the
most beautiful in Rome. This area was originally saitd a large Circus. Bernini’s
huge Fountain of the Four Rivers (Fontana del Quattnmil-awas unfortunately under
renovation, but you could still get an idea of its beadtlyis is a very large area
surrounded by beautiful buildings and small side streetswatiderful shops and
restaurants. We had a delightful lunch at the Takas$ly Restaurant where Eddie




sampled some great dark beer. The whole place wasiigustth artists and small stalls
selling all sorts of souvenirs.

We found out that President Bush is visiting the Vatmad the Pope today and we hope
that he will be long gone before we try to get thekéier lunch, we walked to the
Vatican City by way of the River Tiber under the beaulsficamore trees. Paolo told
us of the statues you can see throughout Rome of RomdlRemus suckling on the
she wolf. At age 20 Romulus killed Remus and founded Rontepoof Palatine Hill.
Seven is a magic number in Rome, because Rome Vexs Isidls like the Palatine. |
never did get to see one of those statues. Paologdltht there are 5-6 million
inhabitants in Rome and 10 million tourists yearly. Thaeeonly 2 subway lines and
there is a bus strike almost every Friday. Romanseaselazy people and like to take
long weekends at the seashore. He said that the Sanait the official car of Rome.
They are funny looking little cars with Mercedes engialed they cost $16,000 Euros.

As you come close to the Vatican you can clearlytlse¢op of

St. Peter’s Basilica and the Castel Sant’Angelo yilEmperor
Hadrian as his mausoleum in 139 AD. You cross over therRiv
Tiber on a lovely wide bridge with statues of saintdoth sides
as you walk toward the Castel Sant’/Angelo. You turthéleft
and before you is the Vatican City State on the aé&lddithe
Circus of Nero. St. Peter’s Basilica, the largesthGlic church
every built, was consecrated in 1626 after many yearsradtruction under the direction
of several famous architects including Bramante, Raphad|Michelangelo. Among
the chief objects to see inside are the 5th century bisiange of St. Peter, the tomb of
St. Peter under the beautifully carved Bernini pulpitl Btichelangelo’s Pieta, a marble
sculpture of the Virgin and the dead Christ. Theresaweral Popes buried here, some in
glass tombs so that you can see their bodies. T¥es @ virtual mass of humanity all
pushing to get inside of St. Peter’s. Once inside, | wiaiyt@wed by the size of the
structure and the beauty of the many paintings and sculptOnastour did not allow us
time to go into the Vatican Museum, which is actually@eums, five galleries, and the
Sistine Chapel, the private chapel of the Popes and nafteedPope Sixtus IV who
ordered it built. It has perhaps the most famous muralse world on the walls and
ceilings by Michelangelo. This is said to be the largeskwever accomplished by a
single artist. | definitely must come back to Rorgaia someday and spend more time
here. As we left St. Peter’s Basilica, we sawfémous Swiss Guards dressed in
costumes designed by Michelangelo. The Piazza Saw dtre most popular square in
Rome. Standing in from of St. Peter’s Basilicas gaid to hold 400,000 people and is
surrounded by 284 Doric columns with statues of saints céryw®&krnini. This was

quite an impressive site. After a little time for ppong, we all met at the appointed
place and boarded our buses back to the ship. After argytdardinner the
entertainment was Paul Emmanuel singing a tribute to et ®ole




Saturday, June 14, 20@8ter three exciting days chocked full of
explorations, we all enjoyed our first full day at sé& took the
opportunity to sleep in late, have a leisurely lunchexplore the
Solarium area of the ship with the hot tub and lovetgrse
surroundings. Eddie & | hosted Happy Hour in our room with ddt
drinks and snacks and then we all got dressed up for owiiofinsal
night. Boy, we all looked great!! As we continued aait ®night towards Mykonos,
we crossed through a very narrow straight betweenabeds Italy and the island of
Crete. It was beautiful to see the land lit up on Isaths of the ship. The entertainment
tonight was so unusual and wonderful. Gary Lovini playedithien and he was a
complete virtuoso. He even walked through the audiede We played. He was
wonderful.

4 Sunday June 15, 2008e arrived at Mykonos at 1:00pm today
: and Joe & Mary Ann went with us to our excursion of “kemt
Delos”. This was the only excursion offered but many feeop
chose to simply explore Mykonos on their own. Dedoihe
birthplace of Apollo, the god of sun, light, music, iany, and
beauty, and was the treasury for Athens. This small ubitgth
island was once the religious center of the entegefan area.
We walked through the ruins and saw the Temple of Apolémy monuments and
statues, and the famous dried lake with the palm tree ggawiit. We also saw the
ancient Delos marble lions. We climbed up through tinesrto the theatre and the
famous Hellenistic mansions of Delos with their mosaio the floors and walls. The
view was magnificent from here. But it is truly a ruanvery desolate place with the only
flora being cactus type vegetation. As we boarded out shlptbaMykonos Island, we
had some truly wonderful ice cold Greek beers.
According to Greek mythology, Mykonos was named afternalf-god, half-man
“Myconos”, son of Anios and grandson of Apollo. Thek®around the island are
supposed to be the petrified bodies of giants that westeoyed by Poseidon and
Hercules. Mykonos has an area of just 33 square milgsing it one of the smallest
islands in the Cyclades group. It has a population of 5€8l@ents and over 900,000
visitors. It is full of small winding streets buitt tonfuse the pirates, shops, nightclubs,
and great restaurants. Mykonos Town or Chora is fulllofewashed houses, a maze of
shops, and windmills. Set against the brilliant blue skg/truly a
postcard setting. Since we had run out of rum on tige khad
everyone follow me until | found a small grocery staeere | bought a
bottle of rum. We then went outside, poured out taeewfrom out
water bottles and filled them all with rum to take badkboard. It
worked like a charm! The town mascot is Petros #,fghlican who we
saw swimming around as we sipped our cold beers beforengdzatk
on the tender to the ship. Mykonos is an incrediblybid island, and
once again a place that would definitely be worth aaeywieit. During another great




dinner, we enjoyed hearing about the other adventureg afathh The entertainment
tonight is a comedian and since | don't particularly ¢darehem and tomorrow’s
excursion leaves very early, Ed and | decided to go tighed after a nice after-dinner
drink.

Monday, June 16, 200Boday’s excursion takes me to a place that
| had very little prior knowledge of—the port of Kusadasi, KBy
and the ancient towns of “Ephesus, Didyma, & Miletustday
Joe & Mary Ann and Eileen & Richie joined us. Kusadssire of

i the most popular seaside resorts in Turkey. It has agtapubf
50 OOO and Is a very important port of call since it isgheway to Ephesus, a city
created by the lonians in the™dentury BC and later expanded by the Romans.
Kusadasi means “bird island”, named after Pigeon IslandmiBinow connected by a
causeway and is the home to a famous defensive castéeport town was active for
many centuries, but the town of Kusadasi that we stsytavas founded by the
Venetians and was a major trading post with Europe andaAffidie Ottomans fortified
the harbor and built many buildings and mosques thatidnatsct. It is now best
known for its shopping and for its historical and archgoll sites. Our excursion takes
us first to the fabulous ruins of Ephesus where we 0dteon, the Fountain of Trajan,
the five terraces of the Apartment House, the SteatinsBthe Temple of Hadrian and
the impressive Library of Celsus. This massive structucemsidered one of the most
impressive ruins of the world. The many mosaic flook\aalls are remarkably
preserved. The huge group latrine was very interesting.e edgecially liked the area
of the brothels. They conveniently had a footprint cdiimestone which led to the
brothels. 1 liked the fact that there were many o&ts how lived here and followed us
around as we explored. The Greek Theatre where StpReched is the largest theatre
in antiquity with a seating capacity of 24,000. We actualijked the same streets
where Mark Anthony and Cleopatra once rode in processdnthe Arcadian Way there
was an interactive play showing events of the tirighesus once had a population of
250,000 and was the second largest city in the Roman Ennglita@ site of the
Christian Shrine of the House of the Virgin Mary.

Our next stop was Miletus which is a ruin with the rere®f two
lions guarding the entrance. Miletus was the homeaioym
philosophers and sages. We saw the Greek Theatre wagh w
constructed in the Roman times. We had a typical Tufiisth in

- 25 Didim at a local restaurant overlooking the ruins, \whgonsisted of a
large salad bar dessert and fruit bar, and lunch eot&ther baked fresh fish or
chicken. The fish was great. There was also icelm®dd and a chance for a little
shopping after lunch.




We next visited Didyma to see the magnificent Templapufilo.

Although the temple was looted and burned many timesstilis

. impressive. Some of the 120 columns that remain staadlig you to

(= visualize how huge this structure once was.

Next we returned to Kusadasi and did a quick tour of a twarglet factory

while Joe went back to the ship to rest. Mary Ann wasezhaut into the
; & street by one of the very aggressive salesmen. Wehdtetime to browse

and shop through the many streets and bazaars of the liftlaitdwn. This was really

probably the best shopping area that we had since Twghk®t on the Euro and the

prices were a little more reasonable. Unfortunatehjlenfollowing Mary Ann into one

of the shops, | took a bad fall and landed squarely ohdtitem of my chin, my right

hand, and my right knee. Ouch!! We found a nice batopand have a cold beer

= while | rested my sore body parts. Dave & Susie caughtitinpus and

¢ had a beer. We went back to the ship and | took a saprt fionight

& was another formal night and since olft @ating entertainment was

+ , before dinner tonight, we missed it.

Tuesday, June 17, 200®day we arrive at the magical island of Santorini.
This is truly a spectacular sight to behold from the shipe top of the
magnificent cliffs sparkle with white buildings all witdtue or red domed
roofs. The cliffs are all colors of red, brown, anddil The island’s
history began when Europe and Africa were still joined tagetithe
Aegean was dry land and linked the mainland of Greece te.Cidéen the
Aegean sank beneath the surface of the sea, about@nyilars ago.
Santorini is one of several ancient volcanoes lyinfpensouthern Aegean volcanic arc.
During the Minoan era, around 1450 BC, the volcano eruptaebaing forever the
geography of Santorini. The center of the island sankih@sea to form the crescent
shape that we now have. The explosion exterminatditeadin the island and produced
a huge tidal wave 820 feet high traveling at a speed of 217 peitdsour, that clamed
the lives of the entire Minoan civilization on th&arsd of Crete. Crete is less that 75
miles south of Santorini. The massive earthquake and dastrigcbelieved to be the
cause of the lost city of Atlantis. The island namsists of three main islands-Thira,
Thirasia, and Aspronisi. Thira was later changed to Santafter St. Irene, during the
13" century Venetian settlement. Santorini was consitihve birthplace of Apollo and
Artemis. The ship drops anchor off of Skala, which is 8@ lielow the small town of
Thira, the island’s capital. Thira can be reacheddieccar, donkey, or walking the
more than 600 steps. Thira overlooks the caldera andl#meliof Nea Kameni. Thira
was devastated by an earthquake in 1956 and then rebuilt aageshgrto the volcanic
cliffs with domed churches and barrel-roofed cave hou$és. terraces are packed with
hotels, bars, and restaurants. The population of Thaeoisnd 2000. Our tender boat
takes us to the port town of Athenios and we board aha<limbs 800 feet to the top of
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the caldera. There are ten of us on this bus trip.diVe through the picturesque
scenery and small villages from the southern to trtharn end of the island of
Santorini. The countryside is rich volcanic soil ande¢ree many grapes grown on the
island to make their wines. The grape vines howevena@rap on arbors as usual. They
are gown on the ground in baskets. They are neveredbecause being on the ground
they get enough moisture from the early morning fog taasugheir growth.

. We are on our way to the beautiful village of Oia onrtbghernmost point
of Santorini. The views are panoramic of steep cliffs,deep blue sea,
and nearby small islands. The village of Oia has nsamgil twisting
cobblestone alleyways and steps, and a maze of fies stestaurants,
cafes, and domed churches. It was great to just walk thtbadbvely
town and see all the art galleries and the wonderfwissieom every angle.
This is not a town for the faint of heart or for someaevith a fear of
heights. There were many cats and dogs in this towrh#pgtily walked along with us.
By the time we were finished and walking back to our thesthrongs of other tourists

— arrived and the streets quickly became almost impassaive.
boarded our bus and traveled back along the road to the Bamery
where we had complimentary wine tasting and mezes.vi€ae
were outstanding from up here. Next we went on twillege of
W Fira (Thira) where our guide accompanied us up the very st s
to the top of town. There she said goodbye and we weoeroown to either go back to
the ship as Joe did, or explore for several hours. W i the beautiful Orthodox
Cathedral. Once again this charming cliff top town isd@itharrow winding cobblestone
streets lined with shops, cafes, and restaurants. &hemo cars. Mary Ann & | got
separated from the rest of the group fairly quickly, pld because Eddie & Dave and
Susie were out looking for cheap beers, and everyoeenvelst their own direction
shopping. That was OK because we had a great time sigopid found a lovely
cliffside restaurant called Café Classico for lun#¥then we were exhausted from
pictures and shopping, we took the cable cars back dovae oot and did some more
shopplng before heading back to the ship.

Several hours later, we heard from numerous peoptleeoship
that Eddie & Dave were covered in “donkey doo” from them.
Sure enough, they eventually made their way back to theatier
riding the cable car down, the donkeys up, and then walldok b
down. While we waited for them to come back, Mary Arlketz
Susie & me into going to the infirmary with her to bavwer spider
bite checked out. While we were there, we realizedhost many sick people there
were on the ship. | was scared to touch anything or takepebdeath. After about 1.5
hours waiting we went back to our rooms to sterilizeselwes so as not to get sick.
After dinner tonight, the entertainment was the LovB&riage Game Show, which we
missed, and then a toga party up by the poolside deck, whiarenteto for a little while.
All'in all another great day was had by all.
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Wednesday, June 18, 200@e arrived in the port of Piraeus, Greece
this morning at 7am. Piraeus is the ancient name dfatmor
created in the early8century BC and it is today the main port for the
city of Athens. Approximately 5 million cruise ships dady ship
passengers pass through the busy port annually. Our exctoday
with Joe & Mary Ann, Bob & Carol, Eileen & Richie,@bave &
Susie was “Athens Sightseeing & Acropolis”. The fpatt of this trip was to go up to
the Acropolis, the most famous of all sites in Athehswvas pretty impressive, but not
the most pleasant of trips for many of us. Firstlidh@re was a tremendous amount of
climbing necessary and | told our guide that | didn’t think doee would be able to do it.
She told Joe and Mary Ann to leave our group and walk dowuinéoe there was an
elevator to take them to the top of the Acropolise 8fen went in and got the tickets for
the rest of us to enter the long walk/climb to get @oeh We walked and climbed all the
way to the top. It was unbearably hot even for so/éarthe morning. There had been a
heat wave into Athens today. At the top, much ofntlaén building, the Parthenon, was
under restoration, but it was still impressive. All of tolumns and the floor are slightly
curved so that it looks straight even when viewed franafeay. This building was
dedicated to Athena, the patron goddess of Athens. TleyhadtAthens is that the city
was founded by a Phoenician called Cecrops, who came toalsé of Attica and
decided that the area would be an excellent spot for hicig The gods of Olympus
decided that the new city should be named for the gagtbduced the most valuable
gift for the mortals there. Poseidon, god of the seack the ground at the Acropolis
and a gush of water came from the ground along with & himidicating that Poseidon
was offering the new city success in war and at seéhend, goddess of wisdom,
dropped a seed to the ground and it immediately turned mbdivee tree, meaning that
she was offering the city the fruits of peace and wisdétmena won and the city was
named Athens after her. The owl, connected to Athesrzame the pet animal of many
Athenians. When money was invented and the Athenians adbptddachma as their
currency, they had the profile of Athena on one sidktha owl on the other side. The
Parthenon originally had a huge bronze statue of Athmende, but that is now long
gone.

—

~— s | especially liked the Propylea entrance and the Enea, which
ssemme.  had the Caryatids, statues of ladies holding up thelingilon their
H '\ heads. There were great views of Athens from allesngf the
M U Acropolis. Of course everyone got separated at theTopre

. . .m" seemed to be about a million people up there all walkiogral
climbing over stones, etc. and taking pictures. | decidadltwould start back down to
give my self plenty of time to make it down and find & Mary Ann who were to meet
us at the bottom after viewing and going back down the elevaiarns out, | took a
wrong turn and followed everyone else down what | thougl#t thre correct path. When |
got to the bottom | didn’t recognize anyone from our tand | panicked and raall the
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way back up the path with my heart pounding in my chefihally ran into Eddie who
was also lost and we finally ran into Dave & Susie wiave also lost. By now, we had
missed the proposed meeting time and after franticatiging around we made our way
to the buses. Turns out that our driver was at thebddeft another tourist with the
lollipop sign we were looking for. Also turns out tlate & Mary Ann never got up to
see the Acropolis because they were denied the elearadlahey didn’t have a ticket to
enter since our guide did not wait for them. All in hias exhausted and extremely hot.
We made a stop at one tourist shop that had very expetesine for sale. We were told
that everything was 20% off, but the only things that | bouggdne at no discount. Susie
was very upset with the stop and with the fact thatyMan & Joe were unable to see
the Acropolis. The guide got back on the bus and basicladigtised us and said that
perhaps we didn’t read the tour description properlyvalin’t her fault. You know, in
retrospect, this probably wasn’t the right tour for &dary Ann to take due to the
amount of walking, but the tour guide could have handledathetter way. She did not
even properly introduce herself to us at the beginningeofrip. The bus part of this trip
took us past some sights of Athens such as the Terh@lympian Zeus, Hadrian’s
Arch, the National Library, and the Parliament Bungg However, the bus was moving
so fast that it was hard to fully appreciate the sitesget any decent pictures. Once
again, the tour guide didn’t give any real descriptions ltdtwve were supposed to be
looking at or any history of the place.

We did stop at the Panathinion Stadium built in 1895 wiviab the

_ site of the first modern Olympics held in 1896. We hacbitten of
. being dropped off in the city after the trip so that weld¢@ontinue

i 4l shopping and exploring on our own. We had originallpkhned on
Il Bl doing this. However, the day had been so stressfult avakiso
darned hot that none of us did this option and we allmetuto the ship. We returned
and took a nice long nap. After dinner, the girls saw adedul show called Tango
Buenos Aires. The guys decided to skip that and explorghipés bars instead.

Thursday, June 19, 2008e had another blissful day at sea. It was sunny
and breezy and Eddie and | strolled around and had lunch Se#vwew
Café. Then Eddie climbed the rock wall and did a greatQdlzcourse
there were the usual ship-type activities, such as thAuation, the Trivia
= contests, The Cooking Demo, Men’s sexy leg contest, Btostly we just

- *" lounged around the pool areas with my “traveling rum & dode.
Dinner tonight was another formal night. Boy, do weklgood when we dress up!!!
After dinner the show was Jonathan Kane who did h@Elohn impersonation and he
was great! Tonight during the dinner and the show, Ingsvoice completely and this
was to be the start of a very, very bad cold.
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Friday, June 20, 2008ur last port of call is Naples, Italy. We had amotimcredibly
early morning-watched the sunrise as we had breakfastexXaursion today was the
Amalfi Drive and Pompeii. By now, | am really feeling endhe weather, but no way am
| missing this excursion!
Our first stop was in Sorrento at a very nice inlaid voarving shop.
| talked my friends into sitting on the right side of thes to get the
2y | best views and it worked very well. The drive was stunifing

. somewhat scary because of the height of the roaglsattiowness of

e the roads, and the impressive droop-offs into the surgiagro We

passed out of Naples by Mount Vesuvius which still looks thecity of Naples with its
population of 1.5 million The Neapolitans have a loivenasic, and the tenor Enrico
Caruso was a native. The volcanic soil around Vesuwales crops grow very well
and the population has spread up the side of the mountamss@ey have forgotten
what happened in 79 AD when the volcano erupted and devastatacka burying the
towns of Herculaneum and Pompeii in mud and ash. Veslastisrupted in 1944;
however there are still emissions of smoke and ot@&vidence of heat.

The dolomite cliffs that tower straight up from tleasvere remarkable.
The fact that the towns were built climbing right upgé cliffs was even
more remarkable. We went through Sorrento, PositartbAanalfi. Our
bus driver was very skilled at getting through the littteets with 90
degree curves. We could see where many other busesranthdanot
done so well.

* We were able to stop for a while to shop in Amalfi &nelas just a
beautiful little village. We managed to get some shopping dese
the Cathedral of St. Andres along the Piazza del Dudnmk some
Limoncello, and really enjoy the quaint life here. thnwas at a

: wonderful hillside restaurant in a 5 star hotel calledé/Del Mare.
Great food and great service...long lines at the ladies szonsual.

Now we were off towards Pompeii, one of the mostdasexcavations
in the world. Pompeii was truly an amazing site. dsw little creepy
to walk through the town and be able to envision thethid these
wealthy people lived for over 1900 years until the blastn3d@feet of
volcanic ash and pumice stone covered the city killing 2@20mants.
The Forum was the city’s hub and was surrounded by lé@raples and porticoes.
There were lavish baths. The mansions were origifiléig with art of the wealthy
patricians who moved from the turmoil of Rome.
The streets had raised sidewalks and stepping stonkeatsbé citizens
A" could easily cross the streets. The roads were ditebwheels of the

=% chariots that rode through here. There were many Storts and brothels.
There were murals that have been preserved and mosdio®rs and
walls. Especially eerie was being able to see stoe ehsome of the
people who were buried alive by the volcanic ash.
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By the time we arrived back at the ship, | was com|yldieat. | headed straight to my
little cabin for a nap. By now, | had no voice, ayvsore throat, a congested head, a
splitting headache, and | was sneezing and blowing my woseish that | was truly
miserable. | made it through dinner that night but noi¢éoshow.

Saturday, June 21, 2008his is our last day at sea and | spent the

. entire day in bed, sleeping, coughing, and watching severakmovi
understand that the others had a good day lounging arounighe s
and hot tub areas.

| made it up for our last dinner which was a surprise birthday
celebration for Susie at the Portofino Restaurate dinner was
wonderful and luckily we did manage to surprise her. By hbave
us all packed for the return trip. | missed the finalvsthonight also

L because of timing for our special dinner. We did go dawhée
dining room to say our goodbyes to Fernando and Alfeo andlggwe their tips. They
were very good waiters and took good care of us.

Sunday, June 22, 2008e got up extremely early and had our last breakfatteship.
Our bags were already gone. We had a smooth disemloarkatm the ship and trip to
the airport for the long flight home. Each leg of the was quite miserable for me due
to my illness. However, everything went as planned in Bamee In France when we
had to change planes, the French, as usual, screwedryfhigethat they possibly
could. The lines were unbelievable in the airport and theagi made we think that we
would not make our connection. But everything worked ot ifn the end. We arrived
in Boston, MA. and had to change planes once more taiéameAirlines. It was long
and drawn out, but everything went as planned. We arrivbtiami around 11pm
Sunday night, got our entire little group together andamiatl the bus to pick us up. It
was a long 2 hour drive across the state but we madekittbdarco Island as planned.
And we could even get our bags off the bus this time!

We found out later that some groups missed connectioAmsterdam and missed their
flight. They arrived at 6am. Others didn’t make itk Miami until the next day. All
in all, our group was quite lucky. It was another wonddriplwith the Men’s Club. |
would have loved to have stayed a little longer in eadhtiloe, but that is the nature of
cruises. I'll just have to go back!

15



